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SUBJECT: UASHINGTON POST STORY ON SOVIET AFGHAN 

OFFENSIVE 

I. FOLLOUIMG STORY BY FREO HIATT APPEARED ON FRONT PAGE 
OF THE WASHINGTON P05T APRIL 24: BEGIN TEXT. SOVIETS 
USE BOMBERS IN AFGHANISTAN*. MAJOR OFFENSIVE LAUNCHED 
AGAINST REBEL STRONGHOLD. THE SOVIET JNION HAS LAUNCHED 
A MAJOR MEH OFFENSIVE IN AFGHANISTAN, FOR THE FIRST TIHE 
USING HEAVY BOMBERS AGAINST THE REBELS IN AN EFFORT TO 
TAKE A STRONGHOLD THAT HAS RESISTEO SIX PREVIOUS SOVIET 
CAMPAIGNS, ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS SAID YESTERDAY. 

THE POUNDING DY SOVIET TU16 BADGER BOMBERS BEGAN 
SATURDAY MORNING AND CONTINUED THROUGH THE WEEKEND, 
OFFICIALS SAID. A COLUMN OF 20,000 SOVIET AND AFGHAN 
ARMY TROOPS UITH 600 TO OOO VEHICLES IS NOH HOVING NORTH 
THROUGH THE PANJSHIR VALLEY, AN AREA THAT HAS CONTINUED 
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U.S. OFFICIALS SAID THE LATEST OFFENSIVE IN THE 
SOVIETS' FOUR-YEAR EFFORT TO CONTROL AFGHANISTAN IS 
LIKELY TO RESULT IN HIGH CASUALTIES ON BOTH SIDES, WITH 
CIVILIANS SUFFERING HOST FROH THE HIGH-ALTITUDE BOMBING. 

THE NEW TACTICS APPEAR TO ESCALATE A TREND IN WHICH THE 
SOVIETS, FRUSTRATED BY THE 5TALEMATE0 MAR, HAYS RESORTEO 
TO HEAVIER ATTACKS ON POPULATION CENTERS FROH 
HELICOPTERS, GROUND ATTACK PLANES AND NOW BOMBERS. 

IN ATTACKING THE FANJSHIR, THE SOVIET UNION IS GOING • 

AFTER ONE CF THE PRIME REBEL STRONGHOLOS AND THE MOST 
RENOWNED GUERRILLA COMMANDER, AHMED SHAH MASSOUD. 

HASSOUD, MHO HAS OEEN CALLED THE CHE GUEVARA CF 

AFGHANISTAN, MAY HAVE PROVOKED THE OFFENSIVE WHEN HIS MEN 

RECENTLY BLEW UP TWO BRIDGES NORTH OF KABUL, THE CAPITAL, 
OFFICIALS SAID. 

OUT IF MASSOUD'S ACTION DICTATEO THE TIMING OF THE 
OFFENSIVE, THE SOVIET UNION HAD BEEN BUILDING UP TO IT. 
DURING THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS, THE SOVIETS INCREASED 
THEIR TROOP CONTINGENT IN KABUL ANO DEPLOYED ABOUT 1 00 
00I1DERS ON THEIR BOROER WITH AFGHANISTAN. 

THE SOVIET UNION INVADED AFGHANISTAN IN OECEHBER, 1979, 
ANO INSTALLED A FRIENDLY GOVERNMENT IN KABUL. BUT MUCH 
OF THE COUNTRYSIDE HAS REMAINED HOSTILE TO THE SOVIET 
OCCUPIERS AND THE AFGHAN ARMY THAT SUPPORTS THEM, KITH 
THE MUJAHEDOIN - AS THE AFGHAN REBELS ARE CALLED - WAGING 
A WAR OF ATTRITION THAT SEEMS TO HAVE GROWN MORE 
EFFECTIVE DURING THE LAST FOUR YEARS. 
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THE SOVIETS HAVE STATIONEO MORE THAN 100,000 TROOPS IN 
THE COUNTRY AND 30,000 MORE ALONG THE BORDER. THEr HAVE 
USED HI2M HIND HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS EXTENSIVELY, BUT UNTIL 
THIS WEEKEND HAD REFRAINEO FROM THE KINO OF 
HIGH-ALTITUDE, WIDESPREAD BOMBING THAT THE UNITED 5TATES 
USED IN VIETNAM IN AN ATTEMPT TO DEMORALIZE ENEMY FORCES. 

ON SATURDAY, HOWEVER, THE SOVIETS SENT ABOUT THREE 
DOZEN MEDIUM-RANGE BADGER 80HBERS AND A PR03AQLT LARGER 
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NUMBER OF SU2M FENCE/3 FIGHTER-BOMBERS FROM BASES ALONG 
THE BORDER TO ATTACK THE PANJSHIR VALLEY. THE 
BOMBARDMENT HAS FOLLOWED BY CLOSE-IN ATTACKS FROM GROUND 
ATTACK PLANES ANO HELICOPTERS, PLUS HEAVY ARTILLERY 
SHELLING, OFFICIALS SAID. 

HASSOUD HAS ESTABLISHED A PRIMITIVE RESISTANCE 
GOVERNMENT IN THE PfiHJSHW, ANO ABOUT JO, OOO REBELS ARE 
SAID TO BE ENSCONCED THERE, MANY IN CAVES ALONG THE 
VALLEY'S SIDES. 

MASSQUD'S REBELS TOOK ADVANTAGE OF A SEMI-OFFICIAL 

TRUCE MITH THE SOVIETS LAST YEAR TO FORTIFY GUN POSITIONS 
AND AMMUNITION STORES DEEP IN THE MOUNTAINS, WHICH IS XHY 
U.S. OFFICIALS PREDICTED THAT THE BADGER BOMBING MOULD 
HARM VILLAGES MORE THAN MUJAHEDDIN POSITIONS. 

BY EARLY YESTERDAY, A COLUMN OF SOVIET AND AFGHAN 
TROOPS REPORTEOLY HAD AOVANCEO AS FAR fiOJlTH AS ROKHEtf, 
WHICH THE SOVIETS HAO OCCUPIED FOR ABOUT 10 MONTHS TmC 
YEARS AGO BUT HAD ABANDONED UNOER PRESSURE FROM THE 
MUJAHEDDIN. OFFICIALS HERE MAKING HO PREDICTIONS ABOUT 
HOW LONG THIS OFFENSIVE HOULD LAST. 

-THIS IS THE LARGEST ATTEMPT TO GO IN THERE," ONE 
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OFFICIAL SAID. "BUT THEY'LL HAVE A HARD TiME GETTING 
THEM (THE MUJAHEDDIN) OUT OF THIS VALLEY." 

"THE SOVIETS AS OF NOH, AFTER SIX TRIES, DON'T CONTROL 
THE VALLEY, " ANOTHER OFFICIAL SAID. "BUT HE CAN'T SAY 
WHAT THEIR GOALS ARE - WHETHER THEY HANT TO BURN CROPS. 
OR KILL MASSOUD, OR CONTROL THE VALLEY." 

OFFICIALS ALSO DID NOT SAY HOW MANY OF THE ATTACKING 
TROOPS ARE SOVIET. THE SOVIET UNION HAS TENDEO TO LET 
THE AFGHAN ARMY DO MUCH OF- THE GROUND FIGHTING, HHILE THE 
SOVIETS FLY SOME AIRCRAFT ANO OPERATE SOME OF THE TANKS 
AND OTHER HEAVY VEHICLES FURTHER TO THE REAR. END TEXT. 
KABUL MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. DAM 



UNCLASSIFIED 



